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______________________________________________________________________________________________ 

 

ANNEX 4. Guidelines on the Use of Literature in IRP Scientific Publications 

 

The following guidelines apply to all scientific publications included in Section IV of the Policies and Procedures of 

the International Resource Panel (hereinafter referred to as the IRP) and shall be interpreted in accordance with said 

procedures and its other annexes. 

 

1. During the preparation process of IRP scientific publications, authors will strive to assure the accuracy and 

validity of all cited literature. The authors are required to critically assess the information they would like to 

include from any source. 

 

2. When selecting literature, authors should give priority to peer-reviewed scientific, technical and socio-economic 

literature if available.  

 

3. Other acceptable sources may include reports from governments, industry, and research institutions, international 

and other organizations, or conference proceedings. However, authors must ensure the accuracy and validity of 

cited sources and information. 

 

4. Newspapers, magazines, blogs, social networking sites, broadcast media, personal communications of scientific 

results are not valid sources of scientific information and should be used for illustrative purposes only.  

 

5. If the authors wish to use information that is not publicly or commercially available, they are required to send the 

full reference and a copy to the Secretariat, prior to the External Expert Review Process if applicable. If the 

information is written in a language other than English, an executive summary or abstract in English must be 

submitted.  

 

6. The Lead Authors will ensure that all sources are selected and used in accordance with these guidelines.  

 


